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UMW PURPOSE: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE IN ACTION

President’s Message
From Sharon Clairmont, President, Albany District UMW

Greetings,

I am very honored and humbled to be asked to serve as President of the Albany District UMW
for the next four years. I will do my best to serve the UMW units of Albany District. Although I
don’t have a door per se, I would like to let you know that my “door is always open” to your
comments, suggestions, ideas, and constructive criticism. You can reach me best via email at
donshar922@hotmail.com or by phone/text at (518) 265-6187. It has been a pleasure for the
past four years serving as Vice-President and it will be a great privilege to continue working
with such a great team.

Dale Gersch and the entire District Team are working very diligently on a fantastic program for
the Spring Meeting. It will be held at my home church in Johnsonville on April 9. See details
later in this newsletter.

I am amazed at the number of people from the Albany District who have already committed to
attending the Jurisdictional Meeting from June 16-18, which will be held at the On-Center in
Syracuse. | have arranged for bus transportation and hotel reservations for those going. There
is still room on the bus if you haven’t already signed up. Hundreds of women getting together
who have the same purpose is very exhilarating. Many memories are made every fourth year.
If you have never been, this might be the year to think about attending since it is right in our
back yard. It will probably never be any closer than Syracuse!! Information on the bus is
included in this newsletter.

I have received confirmation that the Fall Annual Meeting for Upper New
York Conference will be held at the Vestal United Methodist Church, 328 Main


mailto:donshar922@hotmail.com

St, Vestal NY (in the Binghamton area) on September 16-17, 2016. Looking forward to a great
meeting with Tara Barnes as the guest speaker.

Blessings,

Sharon

@ —& Northeastern Jurisdiction (NEJ)
United Methodist Women (UMW)

Quadrennial Meeting

Ning Blowing June 16-18, 2016

UNITED METHOOIST WOMEN

FAITH « HOPE « LOVE IN ACTION
SYRACUSE, NY - NEJ 2016

On-Center, Syracuse, NY

Sharon Clairmont
Albany District United Methodist Women President

The theme is A Fresh Wind Blowing based on John 3:8- The wind blows wherever it wants. Just
as you can hear the wind but can't tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can't
explain how people are born of the Spirit.

The program includes daily worship services with dynamic music throughout the time together.
The purpose is also to elect women to the board and there will be time for workshops, which
include topics of Maternal Health, Poverty, Racial Justice, and Ubuntu opportunities, which is
working at area missions.

For more information and registration go to http://nejumwomen.wix.com/nejumwomen.

Early registration deadline is January 31, 2016 of $175.00 which includes Friday meals of a
boxed lunch and banquet. Regular registration is open until April 30,2016 - $200 and late
registration is $250 closes May 15, 2016.

Phyllis Doane, NEJ UMW President, from Canton, NY would like to invite you to come and
celebrate the legacy of United Methodist Women. Don't miss this opportunity to meet your
sisters and brothers in Christ from Maine to Virigina, to worship and pray together.

Scholarship Incentive
NEJ UMW Quadrennial June 16 — 18, 2016 Syracuse, NY

Albany District UMW is offering a special scholarship to assist women between the ages of 18
and 30 who would like to attend this important event. The Northeast Jurisdiction UMW
includes units from West Virginia to Maine. More than 800 women are expected to attend the
Quadrennial Meeting, June 16-18, at the On-Center in Syracuse, NY. We will worship, sing,
attend workshops and enjoy the company of our sisters in Christ. Information on
accommodations and the bus from the Capital District is included in this newsletter.


http://nejumwomen.wix.com/nejumwomen

To apply for this scholarship incentive, write a brief statement
explaining why you would like to attend and how this experience Year
will benefit you and your church, and mail your statement, by ? o
April 15,2016, to: \?
Karen Hunt
U.S. Mail: 14 Stutz Ave, Latham, NY 12110
Email: mhuntkhunt@aol.com
Please include your full name, address, email address, phone, and local church.
Thank you. I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Your friend,
Karen

%

Albany District UMW Spring Meeting
Saturday, April 9, 2016  Johnsonville UMC

A Note From Dale Gersch,
Vice-President & Meeting Program Chair

We have an extra day on the calendar this year!

Your District officers have planned an inviting Spring Meeting for you, for one-quarter of your
extra day. We are highlighting the value of rural ministries and their part in the fabric of our
landscape. Please plan on attending the morning and the afternoon sessions to enjoy the whole
program. Come with old friends, make new friends, catch up on all the Conference and District
updates, share worship and have lunch together. If you give us your morning and afternoon, we
promise to give you a good day!

Dale Gersch

Vice-President

Address: 28B Orient Avenue, Averill Park, NY 12018
Phone: (518) 674-1634 E-Mail: Heleneda9@aol.com

A Spring Meeting Flyer and Registration Form are included at the end of the Newsletter.
Please sign up early and plan to bring your friends!

Spiritual Growth
From Pastor Kathy Maker, Mission Coordinator, Spiritual Growth

Who moved?

One of the questions I read some time ago was, “If you feel far away from God, who moved?

I think that sometimes I get so caught up in what I’'m doing that I lose track of what God wants
me to do. Sometimes I find myself running from morning till night and then collapsing into my
chair and falling asleep watching TV. Sometimes I know that I need to sit quietly and listen to
what God wants me to do and revamp my schedule.



May we all take a step back from time to time to realize that God didn’t move away...we did,
and then pray for guidance. During this season of Lent and Easter let us look to God for
strength to do God’s will. Amen.

Blessings,

Kathy

Mission Coordinator, Spiritual Growth

Address: 19 Sunset Street, Cohoes NY 12047

Phone: (518) 326-0577 Email: Kmaker45@gmail.com




Treasurer’s Report
From Karen Hunt, Treasurer, Albany District UMW

Congratulations Albany District - we exceeded our pledge to conference! Our pledge was
$20,000 and we sent the UNY Conference UMW over $22,796.66.

As the Albany District UMW Treasurer, your money for mission comes to me. I deposit all
monies in the Albany District UMW account and forward them on to Upper New York
Conference (UNYUMW). If your unit has not made a pledge to Albany District UMW for
2016, please decide on a pledge amount and send it to me by March 15, 2016.

When sending money, please use a remittance form in the UMW Handbook 2013-2016. Please
send money any time. The earlier in the year makes my job easier. When ordering pin, please
use the Special Mission Recognition form and fill in all requested information written clearly.

Thank you all for your faithful support through your unit pledges and mission giving. If you
have any questions or would like to discuss your pledge, mission giving, remittance forms, or
other finance matters, please contact me,

Karen Hunt
Address: 14 Stutz Avenue, Latham, NY 12110
Email: mhuntkhunt@aol.com Phone: 518-785-1958

Thank you for all you do. I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Your friend,

Karen
UPPER NEW YORK CONFERENCE
United Methodist Women
Pledge to Mission
Local Unit to District Level
ALBANY DISTRICT UMW
JANUARY 12016 - DECEMER 31, 2016
Pledge to Mission $
Local UMW Unit:
Treasurer:
Address:
Phone:

E-mail:
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Education and Interpretation
From Shirley Readdean, Mission Coordinator, Education and Interpretation

Grace & Peace to all,

As we enter the season of Epiphany I am reminded of our oneness in God. I realize the
wondrous gift of unity that is ours as people of God. May we continue to celebrate this gift and
continue to share the “Good News” whenever the occasion presents itself.

I want to thank all those who submitted their Mission Today and Vision Award forms as
requested.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the Spring meeting at the Johnsonville UMC.

\i
y
Membership, Nurture & Outreach

From Carole Collins, Mission Coordinator, Membership, Nurture & Qutreach

Shalom,

Shirley Readdean

Mission Coordinator, Education and Interpretation
Email: whirrly@earthlink.net

U.S. Mail: 2232 Turner Ave., Schenectady, NY 12306

Dear Sisters in Christ,

As we begin 2016, it is important for our District and Conference to have up-to-date numbers of
our UMW members in our units. How do we calculate the number of UMW members? That is
an interesting question...

Some of our members are aging and cannot attend meetings—but they are still faithful to
UMW. They serve in different capacities—Kknitting, crocheting, sewing or baking to name just a
few endeavors.

At the other end of the spectrum are the young mothers who also find it difficult to attend UMW
meetings. They are busy within their homes and many work outside their homes. We have to
find creative ways to reach out to our younger sisters.

So, did I answer my original question?...not really. It is up to each unit to answer what is the
number of members. I just gave you some guidelines.

What I need is for your unit to fill out the membership form included in this newsletter. Either
mail the form to me, call me with your numbers and contact person at 899-2813, or email the
information to georgecollins@verizon.net.

God bless all the work you accomplish for the glory of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus.

May the Peace and Love of our Lord continue to be our guide.

Blessings, 74 * \
Carole Collins ‘g
Email: georgecollins@verizon.net .L, )

-
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| UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
ared it 2015 UNIT MEMBERSHIP FORM

Women

FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

Each local church or unit of United Methodist Women should complete this form.

UNIT

DISTRICT: Albany CONFERENCE: Upper NY Annual Conference

# Members Jan 2015

New Members

Members Lost
# Members Dec 2015

Local Unit President or
Point of Contact

Address

PHONE

E-MAIL

Please complete this form and return to:
Carole Collins
7 Summit Park
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

Questions? Contact Carole at (518) 899-2813 or by email: georgecollins@verizon.net
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Social Action
From Jann Armer, Mission Coordinator, Social Action

Poverty and Hunger
Poverty and hunger in America are often viewed as going hand in hand. *’\’ows NO s;_pfao‘\
However, it has been shown that Poverty is not the ultimate determinant of
Hunger, or Food Insecurity. People and families who live above the poverty line are often found
to be at risk of hunger as well. Research demonstrates that unemployment is a more accurate
predictor of Food Insecurity among people living in the United States.

Despite being related, Food Insecurity and Poverty are not the same. In the United States,
Poverty is only 1 of the many factors associated with Food Insecurity. High unemployment,
lower household assets and certain demographic characteristics also have an impact on a lack of
access to adequate, nutritious food.

In 2014:
* 46.7 million people (14.8%) were living in poverty
* 15.5 million children (21.1%) under the age of 18 were living in poverty
* 4.6 million (10%) of seniors age 65 and older were living in poverty
* According to the Supplemental Poverty Measure, the overall national poverty rate is
15.3%
In 2014:
* 48.1 million Americans lived in ‘food insecure’ households
14% of households were ‘food insecure’
Households with children reported a higher rate of ‘food insecurity’ than those without
children;
Households that had a higher rate of food insecurity above the national average included
households with children, especially those headed by single women or single men, Black
non-hispanic, and Hispanic households;
In 2013, 5.4 million seniors were food insecure;
* FOOD INSECURITY EXISTS IN EVERY COUNTY IN THE UNITED STATES...

In 2014, 61% of food insecure households participated in at least 1 of 3 major federal food
assistance programs — SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), the National School
Lunch Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC).

Feeding America is one of the programs that provides assistance to approximately 46.5 million
people annually, including 12 million children and 7 million seniors.

Local food pantry’s is a mission program that many of our local UMW’s and congregations
participate in. This will be part of our mission at the Spring District Meeting at the Johnsonville
United Methodist Church.

Jann
Email: jarmer38@amail.com
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Program Resources and Reading Program
From Jeanne Chesney, Secretary of Program Resources

Dear sisters,

Just a quick alert about changes in the 2016 Reading Program books. We have the opportunity
to purchase 2011 books for only $2.00 each during this year. You will be able to count those
books for 2016, so a great chance to enlarge your library. In your new copy of the 2016
Mission Resource Catalog, the last two pages are order forms for 2011 and 2012 books.

At the same time, let me remind you readers that you need to get yrour reading list for 2015 in
to me by mail or e-mail no later than April 1st in order to receive you reading certificate at the
District Spring meeting in Johnsonville.

Keep up the good work reading and encourage your friends as well. The variety of subjects and
quality of reading books have really expanded to give us a good basis for the topics relevant
today. Don't forget the children's and youth books, never to early to encourage children to be
good readers.

Jeanne Chesney

Secretary of Program Resources

Email: jaches513@yahoo.com Phone: (518) 785-5920
U.S. Mail: Post Office Box 743, Newtonville, NY 12128

Communications
From Marcia Dudden, Communications Coordinator

Thank you for your support and many thanks to those who contributed articles and items for
this edition of our Newsletter, The Burning Bush. We send both paper and electronic copies to
Albany District UMW units and churches. Please share these copies with members and friends.

Communication is a two-way street! If you have news from your local unit to add to the
newsletter, please send me your news for the Spring edition by January 15 and for the Fall
edition by July 15. If you have any questions, or if your local UMW unit is not receiving a
copy of Albany District UMW communications, please contact me at:

Email: madudden@aol.com

Phone: 518-233-0238 or 518-588-6812

Mailing Address: 36 Middle Street, Waterford, New York 12188
In peace,
Marcia



mailto:jaches513@yahoo.com
mailto:madudden@aol.com

Nominating Committee
From Betsy Ryan, Chairperson, Committee on Nominations

"The Committee on Nominations nominates all elected leaders for the district organization and
members of the district Committee on Nominations. The chairperson leads the work of the
committee as the committee searches for and encourages women whose interests and skills
match those needed for leadership."

This year we need a new Secretary of Program Resources, more members of the Nominating
Committee, and a Vice President. Be thinking of who can help us in these leadership positions.
Please help us on the Committee to discover new leadership among our members.

The Secretary of Program Resources orders on consignment from the Service Center resources
to be available at district meetings of United Methodist Women. These resources include books
for the three annual mission studies, books from the Reading Program, free leaflets and
brochures interpreting the work of the Women's Division and the General Board of Global
Ministries, and other indispensable materials, such as the Program Book, Mission Calendar, and
the quadrennial handbook. She sets up and manages "literature sales rooms" at all district
program events and interprets and promotes the magazines, Response and New World Outlook.

The Vice President creates an atmosphere in which exciting programs develop. Her
understanding of team work and her contribution as a member of the mission team are
invaluable.

Betsy Ryan, Chairperson of the Committee on Nominations
2239 Van Antwerp Road, Niskayuna, New York 12309
377-5635 or BEARyan(@aol.com

Albany District United Methodist Women Officers - 2016

Sharon Clairmont (2019)
President 3937 Route 67, Eagle Bridge NY 12057
(518) 265-6187 Email: donshar922@hotmail.com

Dale Gersch (2016)
Vice — President 28B Orient Avenue, Averill Park, NY 12018
(518) 674-1634 E-Mail Heleneda9@aol.com

Patricia Hipenbecker (2019)
Secretary 11D Cass Court, Ballston Lake, NY 12019
(518) 899-3149 E-Mail phip944@yahoo.com

Karen Hunt (2017)

Treasurer 14 Stutz Avenue, Latham, NY 12110
(518) 785-1958 Email: mhuntkhunt@aol.com
Mission Coordinators: Kathy Maker (2018)
Spiritual Growth 19 Sunset Street, Cohoes NY 12047

(518) 326-0577 Email: Kmaker45@gmail.com

Educati d Shirley Readdean (2018)
| t”"a ":“t.a“ 2232 Turner Ave., Schenectady, NY 12306
nterpretation (518) 372-7065 Email: whirrly@earthlink.net
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Social Action

Jann Armer (2017)
43 Grand Street, Apt #1 Amsterdam, NY 12010

(518) 866-3837 Email: jarmer38@gmail.com

Membership, Nurture, and
Outreach

Carole Collins (2018)
7 Summit Park, Ballston Lake, NY 12019
(518) 899-2813 Email: georgecollins@verizon.net

Secretary Of Program
Resources

Jeanne Chesney (2016)
P.O. Box 743, Newtonville, NY 12128
(518) 785-5920 Email: jaches513@yahoo.com

Committee On Nominations:
Chairperson:

Betsy Ryan (2018)
2239 Van Antwerp Road, Niskayuna, NY 12309
(518) 377-5635 Email: BEARyan@aol.com

Members:

Shirley Jay (2016)
724 Sanders Avenue, Scotia NY 12302

(518) 370-2845 Email: scotia8517@aol.com

Paula Phillips (2019)
145 Mosher Road, Amsterdam, NY 12010
(518) 848-3535 E-Mail rpp145@yahoo.com

Cynthia Reincke
75 Old Red Mill Road, Rensselaer, New York 12144
(518) 368-6514 Email: ramblers51@yahoo.com

Mary Scallon

369 Malden Bridge Road

Nassau, NY 12123

518-766-4811 Email: KMScallon@Yahoo.com

Advisory Committee

Shirley Drake Byers
P.O. Box 33, Broadalbin, NY 12025
(518) 883-8156 Email: sdcjbyers1@nycap.rr.com

Mildred Howarth
13 Longview Drive, Clifton Park NY 12065

(518) 371-6322 Email: mildredhowarth@gmail.com

Alice Trost
2678 N.Y. Highway 43, Averill Park, NY 12018
(518) 674-1473 Email: alicetrost@gmail.com

Upper New York Conference UMW Officers From Our Area

llah Sisson Walser (2018)

President 161 Saratoga Ave., Ballston Spa, NY 12020
(518) 885-1275 Email: isissonwal@aol.com
Melanie Keith (2018)

Treasurer 299 Edwards Road, Wynantskill, NY 12198

(518) 779-6004 Email: melakeith@hotmail.com

Dean, 2016 Mission U
Silver Bay - Lake George

Pastor Cynthia Van Allen
169 Old State Road, Gloversville, NY 12078
518-883-8220 pastorcindyvan@yahoo.com
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NORTHEAST
JURISDICTION 2016

COST OF THE TRIP (check one):
_ $215.00 Double (two per
room)

_ $185.00 Triple (three per
room)

_ 8170.00 Quad (four per room)
_ $335.00 Single (one per room)

The above fee covers bus transportation,
two nights stay at the Parkview Hotel near
Syracuse University, hot buffet breakfast
each morning at the hotel, buffet meal on
Thursday, and door-to-door transportation
to/from the hotel to the OnCenter.
IMPORTANT: You still need to register
for the Jurisdiction Meeting; this is
only for bus transportation and hotel.

«xxxPLEASE RETURN WITH YOUR
DEPOSIT****

I will be rooming with:

Pick-up will be in:
Latham Amsterdam
Utica

NAME:

HOME PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:

I need a roommate; please help me
find one.
A $50 deposit must accompany your
reservation. Make checks payable to
“Sharon Clairmont.”

Send to: Sharon Clairmont
3937 Route 67, Eagle Bridge, NY 12057

For more information, call Sharon at (518)
686-7341 or(518) 265-6187. NOTE: a
minimum of 30 must sign up by 3/15/16

or the bus will be cancelled. Deposits are
not refundable after 3/15/16. Full
amount is due by 5/16/16. No refunds
after 5/16/16.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16™

The first pick-up will be at Latham Farms
(near Sam’s Club) in Latham at Noon.
The second stop will be at Exit 27 of the
Thruway in Amsterdam at 12:30pm. A
third stop will be at Denny’s Restaurant in
Utica at 1:45pm.

Around 3:.00pm, we will stop at the
Chinese Buffet in downtown Syracuse
(included in the price of the trip).

Then it is on to the Parkview Hotel
around 4:30pm for check-in.  You will
have until 6:00pm to get settled in,
change your clothes and prepare for the
Worship Service. The rooms at the hotel
will have two queen beds (unless a King
bed is requested).

At 6:.00 pm, we wil leave for the
OnCenter as we will all need to get
registered and the Evening Worship
Service begins at 7:00pm.

Our bus will be waiting for us at the close
of the Worship Service. The Parkview
Hotel is also one of the hotels that is in
the looping shuttle service. So there are
two opportunities for transportation back
and forth.

If you are hungry after the service, there
is an on-site restaurant with a limited
menu after 4:.00pm and there are five
restaurants within walking distance of the
hotel. There is a great pizza shop one
block away. Or bring a small cooler with
your evening snack.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

A hot Buffet Breakfast will be served at
the Parkview Hotel beginning at 6:30am.
The bus will be loading at 7:15am to take
those over to the OnCenter who would
like to attend the communion service
which begins at 7:45am. A second bus
run will be loading at 8:45am for those
who do not wish to attend the communion
service. Or you can take the Conference
Shuttle at your leisure.

There will be program scheduled for the
entire morning. Box lunches will be
provided at noon at the OnCenter
(included with the Conference
registration). There will be an Ubuntu
opportunity and several workshops
offered in the afternoon. Voting will also
take place in the afternoon.

The formal banquet will begin at 5:00pm,
followed by worship and election results.
Our bus will be available for
transportation back to the hotel after the
closing of the evening service.

United
Methodist
Women

FAITH-HOPE:LOVE IN ACTION

SATURDAY, June 18

A hot Buffet Breakfast will be served at
the Parkview Hotel beginning at 6:30am.
The bus will be available at 7:00am to
load your luggage onto the bus. Joe will
leave around 7:15am to take those over
to the OnCenter who would like to attend
communion. He will be back at 8:30am
to load luggage for those who are not
attending communion.  This will be your
final opportunity to load luggage onto the
bus.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ubuntu_(philosophy)

Upper New York Conference of United Methodist Women

Mission u Studies For 2016

Spiritual Growth:
“THE BIBLE AND HUMAN SEXUALITY”

Geographic:
“LATIN AMERICA: PEOPLE AND FAITH”

Social Issue:
“CLIMATE JUSTICE”

(in Cazenovia)
Youth:
“JOINING VOICES FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE”

Children:
“GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT GARDEN”

2016 DATES & LOCATIONS

July 15-17, 2016
Cazenovia College, Cazenovia, NY

July 21-23, 2016
Asbury Camp & Retreat Center, Silver Lake, NY

September 9-11, 2016
Silver Bay Conference Center, Lake George, NY

For more information, visit the Upper New York UMW website at:
http://unymissionu.org/whats-new-with-mission-u/
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Albany District United Methodist Women
M. Dudden, Editor, The Burning Bush
36 Middle Street

Waterford, NY 12188

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please share this newsletter with everyone in your unit and church! Thank you !



